Retrograde amnesia produced by intrastriatal atropine and its reversal by choline.
A number of studies have shown that cholinergic blockade of the striatum produces amnesia. In the present experiment it was predicted that by increasing the synthesis of striatal acetylcholine such amnesic state would be prevented. Atropine was injected into the striatum of rats before training of passive avoidance; some of these rats were also injected, intrastriatally, with choline before testing the retention of the task. Atropine alone produced amnesia while the combination of treatments reversed this effect.